
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 22 May 2003] 

 p344b-345a 
Mr Matt Birney; Mr Eric Ripper 

 [1] 

Division 67:  Racing, Gaming and Liquor, $77 174 000 - 
Mr P.W. Andrews, Chairman. 

Mr E.S. Ripper, Treasurer. 

Mr B.A. Sargeant, Director General. 

Ms D. McLauchlin, Director, Corporate Services. 

Mr T. Ng, Principal Accounting Officer.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Page 1125 of the Budget Statements refers to the new taxation regime for the Burswood 
International Resort Casino changing from a flat rate of 15 per cent to variable rates of 17, 16 and 13 per cent.  
Does this increase the overall tax take or is it revenue neutral?   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  It is expected that the overall revenue from casino taxes will increase as a result of the 
arrangements.  The current estimate, on notional collections to date, would see the rate rise from 15 to about 15.4 
per cent.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  What is the monetary value of the increase?  

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  That is about $815 000 from 24 December to 30 April.  Obviously, the amount of gambling at 
Burswood is a factor on the revenue received.  The Government attempted with the structuring of the tax rates to 
enable Burswood to compete in an increasingly competitive casino environment.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  That does not make sense.  The Treasurer said he would increase tax.   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  The international rates are reduced.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  So the Treasurer is keeping up with international tax rates, which is a good way of making it 
competitive! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I would much prefer international people to be paying taxes than Western Australians.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I refer to the fifth dot point on page 1129 regarding amendments to the Betting Control Act.  
The Treasurer would be aware that corporate licensing provisions were introduced recently.  How many 
corporations have applied for a bookmaker’s licence subsequent to the passage of the legislation?   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  One.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Page 1127 outlines the operating revenue for the liquor licensing section of the department.  
I see a drop in operating revenue from $4.772 million to $4.696 million.  Could this reduction be explained by 
the impact the special provision licence legislation has had because it is harder to obtain a special facility 
licence?  It is only a small drop in revenue. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I ask Mr Sargeant to respond.   

Mr SARGEANT:  The decline is not due to the reduction in liquor licence fees, including application fees.  That 
is expected to increase slightly.  The main reduction is due to changes resulting from Racing and Wagering 
Western Australia’s coming into operation.  The previous board will be abolished, but the betting control 
functions will be assumed by the Gaming and Wagering Commission.  The Racecourse Development Trust will 
be abolished, and we anticipate that the State Administrative Tribunal will pick up some functions currently 
conducted by the Racing Penalties Appeal Tribunal.  Moneys from those bodies will not come into our budget to 
offset the cost of servicing those bodies.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  What is the total cost of setting up the new RWWA Board for this year? 

Mr SARGEANT:  There has been virtually no additional cost.  It is absorbed by my office’s existing services, 
the TAB and the three principal racing clubs within which we provide officers.  The additional cost might have 
been the odd working lunch and such matters.  It has been absorbed in current budgets. 
Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Did the Minister for Racing and Gaming attend those working lunches? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I think the question was facetious. 
The appropriation was recommended.   
 


